DRAMA  PLUS for terrified MFL teachers

Important pointers:

Have with you an attention seeking device - whistle, soft drum, triangle, singing bowl ….

Or use the “Brown Owl” device.  You put your hand up and stand still when you want class to focus on you.  This is can have a calming effect, on you as well as the class.

If in doubt get quieter, not louder.

Insist on adherence to ground rules right from the first lesson. Be tough on those who shout out and interrupt. Take all class outside again if shouting out occurs. It works.

Before you start:  Get the space ready, preferably with small group of students, before activities commence. 

Ideal start, which can become routine: 
· students take pad and pen from bag;
· place bag at side of room 

· students sit in circle on chairs, (preferably in place before they arrive) 
· register class using a game if possible

E.g.  each pupil has a number or a phrase/ movement

        Get pupils to do own register without you using your voice:

         - Annie Adams mit blauen Augen

         - Brenda Bloggs mit grunen Augen

         - Colin Cox mit braunen Augen
You can use registration to establish something new:  Give first few their name and a phrase on slip of paper (e.g. eye colour as above) and see if rest of group can work out the pattern. You can consolidate something already covered: 
E.g. - Annie Adams. Ich spiele gern Tennis

       - Brenda Bloggs. Ich spiele gern Golf 

 More circle activities:

The magic box / Die Zauberkiste:  The teacher uses a mimed magic wand / einen Zauberstab and a spell. E.g. Simsalabimbambasaladusaladim. The box is transformed into a bath, a guitar, a car, a boat, a cage containing a rabbit, a radio, a TV, a boyfriend and, at KS3 of course, a toilet! Teacher or pupils list words. Use also for memory game / next week’s starter. 

Note: The BOX must become something in this game. You can make a new game out of taking something out of the box.

Note also: Keep an eye on the magic wand. It must never be lost. It can change colour, of course. Ask holder to describe it.

       - Der Zauberstab ist jetzt grün mit roten Blumen (darauf).

All change / Bitte umsteigen:  This is a call and response game. Teacher stands in circle of chairs. S/he has no chair in the circle. Demonstrate using bold stance in middle of circle as a confident speaker / actor. Voice must carry to all four corners of the room. Top Tip! Imagine your voice reaching all four corners, in front and behind. 

Use this game to get students used to asking questions - confidently and clearly.

Simple ones - Have you got a sister / a dog / a blue car …

                     Hast du eine Schwester / einen Hund / ein blaues Auto…

Or to practise complex structures - Hands up if you have ever been to Italy.
                                                        Melde dich, wenn du je nach Italien 

                                                        gefahren bist
The person in the middle asks the question or requests a hands up response. Pupils respond by sitting still but putting up hand. The one in the middle claps his / her hands and calls “Bitte umsteigen”, whereupon all those with hand up must get to a chair on the opposite side of the circle. The one in the middle also runs to a seat. Someone is left chairless and becomes the new caller.
Tips: Keep reminding pupils of four corners … eins, zwei drei, vier Ecken!

         so that voice projection is bold and clear.
         This is an excellent game to practise so much and everyone is actively        

          involved.

         You can, of course, take a mimed microphone to any player and request

          extra info.    How old is your dog? Has your dog got blue eyes? Does

                              your dog like tennis ….?

(Playful questions get pupils used to realising they do understand the target   language. Be prepared for some playful answers)
Circle game without chairs:  Copy cat game / Nachahmungsspiel

Teacher demonstrates until group have grasped dynamics of game - bold movements / clear and confident speaking

Teacher  takes three steps into circle: My name is Miss Smith and I like  (mime) tennis. 

Returns to place in circle. On signal all class take three steps into circle and copy exactly what they have seen and heard - movement, tone, pauses … everything.

Tip: Demonstrate until class have got a handle on the rhythm of the game. The “actor” must be clear, bold and precise to enable the copycats to be clear, bold and precise.
Take photo of each actor in full swing. Photos can be used for display and / or further language work. E.g.  He / she + verb.

Extensions: Memory game. Stand in middle, look at another player. E.g. Du bist Fred und du spielst gern Klavier / plus mime. If correct, take place of Fred who goes into middle to speak and mime.

You can really speed this one up, too, on second or third playing.

Tip: Ask everyone to mime their activities together, whenever a visual reminder is needed. Written follow up to this activity can be done by handing out a class list and asking pupils to write down each person’s mimed activity.
Next week’s starter: Teacher or pupils mime some of pupils’ mimes. 

                                  Audience respond: Das war Fred. Er spielt gern Klavier
Teacher in role work (TIR) / Hotseating:

Cinderella / Aschenputtel - Tell class that they have the chance to hotseat a famous person. Generate a few questions to get the ball rolling. The character cannot tell you his / her name. That must be guessed.
The class sit in a semicircle / audience.

TIR enters and sits looking lost and forlorn. The questions do come. Click your fingers to come out of role. Delegate the role of facilitator to a pupil if necessary. Others put hands up to ask a question. The facilitator says “Fred …. du bist dran.”
Role on the wall / Rolle an der Wand:
Draw around a student to represent the character you are going to work on, be it Aschenputtel or Dr. Faustus.

Use different coloured pens to present different aspects of character.

Useful at all levels. I’ve recently done this with A-level German students doing The Visit (Der Besuch der alten Dame).  Great for all aspects of character study.
Structured Improvisation: In groups of 3 or 4

Build on TIR work as Aschenputtel.

Scene 1:  Aschenputtel is alone and scrubbing. She talks directly to audience or responds to narrator. (What is your life like? How do you feel?)

Scene 2 - Ugly sisters enter. Use modal verbs to boss Aschenputtel around.

                Model modals to get them going.

                Set targets. E.g. each sister must give three commands

                Action: sisters tell Aschenputtel what to do. She mimes tasks.

      Useful props may include a dishcloth, an iron, a tea-towel, a broom,

                 a scrubbing brush, a hoover… 


      Take in a washing basket of items of clothing so that Cinderella can 


      be told “Wash my … socks.” etc

Continuation ideas - Teacher writes a letter / invitation to Ball from königlichen Palast / Royal Palace. The ugly sisters read letter aloud. Each sister wants three new items.
Schwester 1: Ich kaufe mir…neue gelbe Schuhe
Schwester 2: Ich kaufe mir neue gelbe Schuhe und einen blauen Rock
Sisters give Aschenputtel three new commands before they exit. 

Wir gehen einkaufen. Du musst hier bleiben. Du musst putzen. Du musst kochen ….

Aschenputtel sits alone. Recap Scene 1. At the end of this improvisation ask students to script their version of Cinderella so far.
HOT TIPS FOR ROLE PLAY 
1.  Characters need some background. E.g. The waiter - Ludwig Schmidt, 27. He walks with his nose in the air and frequently tosses his hair back OR he is a grumpy person with a screwed up face who has a crafty fag whenever he can.
     The customer - Frau Weiss - 27. She has thick spectacles and is very shy OR she is always texting.

The presentations are more entertaining when pupils can create someone with unique characteristics. I recently saw a group who sang the restaurant scene in operatic style (Yr 8)

2.  Remind students of voice projection skills - four corners / visualise voice reaching destination. If anyone is changing voice in any way the target is still on clear and bold voice work 

3.  Do not let pupils have books in hand. You cannot act and read at the same time. Watching actors reading from a book is deadly. After initial read through use the skim read technique: Look at the line, read it in your head, then look up to deliver  it. This enables the pupils to act rather than read the lines. After this run, students  should work on five lines and then ten lines at a time.

    The most productive work can be obtained from structured improvisation.  

    Develop  a five point structure e.g.  Neighbours sketch. Keep the   

    conversation going:
· Greetings. One neighbour has a card or present for the other one
· Oh, you’ve got a new dog …..

· I like your new …..

· I’ve got a problem with …..at the moment

· Help, advice and / or goodbyes

4. Get pupils used to using spontaneous language. E.g. Set up four customers. TIR as waiter can move from table to table and elicit responses in role. Improvisation gives students confidence. Teacher can repeat and mime to encourage understanding. Do not translate.

5.  Warm-up the class before you do rehearsed role play. Pupils walk around the space saying their lines. They jog. They jump up and down. They do brain gym as they go through lines. You can inject this into lesson to energise audience. This can be used as a preparation exercise too. The students choreograph the lines and present to class. This works because it takes the focus off the words, but you have to deliver the words well to match the big, bold movements.

 You are welcome to get hold of me if you would like to follow up today in any way.

Available now: Teaching Resources including script, language & drama activities created by ASTs Yvonne Clerehugh of Notre Dame High School andJoc Mack of Framingham Earl High. Log on to the Notre Dame website www.ndhs.org.uk and search under subject German and follow links to Aschenputtel.
You can also contact Joc Mack at Framingham Earl High, Norwich Rd, Framingham Earl, Norfolk NR14 7QP or telephone 01508 492547 or via e-mail joc.mack@tesco.net.
For Yvonne Clerehugh write to Notre Dame High School, Surrey St, Norwich NR1 3PB or telephone 01603 611431 or via email vonsk2002@yahoo.co.uk or via the link on the Aschenputtel website.
