ASCHENPUTTEL 
There is no German word for the English word pantomime, which refers to the uniquely British form of theatre which is popular around Christmas and through to the end of January. Die Pantomime in German is the equivalent of the English word mime, telling a silent story using exaggerated facial expression, gesture and body language.

British pantomime is never silent! Based on well known fairy tales, the traditional British pantomime involves singing, dancing and acting. Good battles against evil as men dress up as women and someone has to play the rear end of a pantomime horse or cow. The Prince or hero is often played by a very attractive actress with long hair and long boots. There is always a pantomime dame - usually a very hairy bloke who dresses in huge padded costumes with gaudy wigs and tacky accessories. The dame is a dreadful flirt and she chats up all the men characters on stage.  There are lots of corny jokes as well as soppy romantic lines and songs. The characters interact directly with the audience, asking them to shout out “He’s behind you” if they see the baddy or to join in singing and waving to the musical numbers.  
Pantomime stories, like traditional fairy tales, always end happily ever after. The hero gets the girl and the whole of the cast, apart from the baddy and his / her cronies join in the final scene, usually involving a wedding. Everyone is singing, everyone is dancing and everyone is happy. 

There are plenty of professional pantomime companies in Britain, but many school and village groups also enjoy putting on a Christmas pantomime. They are popular forms of family entertainment which can be performed by and / or watched by young and old.  Professional companies might have huge budgets for ever-changing scenery, costumes and special effects, but a panto in a little village hall, performed by local adults and children, can have a magic all its own.

Our European neighbours often recognise the fairy tales which feature in our pantomimes. They too have versions of Cinderella, Snow White and The Sleeping Beauty, but no other culture has pantomime as we know it. They are so easy to follow and understand. Why not take your penfriend to see one?  

Callum’s penfriend Susanne has written him the following letter. She is obviously interested in finding out more about pantomime. 
Task: Write back in role as Callum and tell her more about it.
Lieber Callum,

Vielen Dank für Deinen Brief und die Fotos von Deiner Familie. Ich habe eine Frage. Was ist “Christmas Pantomime”? Pantomime auf Deutsch heißt mime
auf Englisch.  Meine Lehrerin hat uns gesagt, dass Pantomime in England sehr lustig ist.  Was machen die Schauspieler? Was tragen die Schauspieler? Welche Geschichten spielen die Schauspieler?  Hast du eine Pantomime im Theater gesehen?
Liebe Grüsse 
von Susanne

Useful  vocabulary and phrases

	das Theaterstück
	Play / piece of theatre

	mit Musik 
	with music

	Das Lustspiel
	comedy

	lustig 
	funny

	Es macht Spass, wenn ...
	It is fun when …….

	Die Schauspieler singen und tanzen
	The actors sing and dance

	Die Kostüme sind bunt
	The costumes are colourful

	Es gibt eine lustige “Dame”
	There is a comic “dame”

	Sie trägt …… 
	She wears ….

	Sie flirtet mit …… 
	She flirts with …..

	Der Held ist
	The hero is …..

	Es gibt immer einen Held
	There is always a hero

	Die Böse  
	(f) villain / baddy

	Der Böse
	(m) villain / baddy

	Der Schauspieler
	(m) actor

	Die Schauspielerin
	(f) actress

	Das Märchen
	fairy tale

	Aschenputtel
	Cinderella

	Schneewittchen 
	Snow White

	beliebt 
	popular

	Ich habe …… im Theater gesehen
	I saw …….at the theatre

	Ich habe die Rolle von …….. gespielt 


	I played the role of

	Es gefällt mir, wenn …………….   
	  I like it when ……………

	klatschen
	To clap

	Die Zuschauer
	 audience


Task: 
Draw a costume design for a character from a pantomime. Label the item and the colour. Use the dictionary to help you create a more detailed costume design.
   Items                                                Materials
Button
 




Silk

Wig





Velvet

Stockings                               

Wool

Tights



             
Satin

Shawl
                                              
 Plastic

Ball gown



 
Nylon

Boots




 
Cotton

Slippers



 
Elastic

Socks                                                 
 Leather

Accessories are also important, of course: Handbag, jewellery ….

                                                                    Crown, sword, bundle on a stick
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Hier sieht man die Bösen im Theaterstück Aschenputtel!
Two ugly sisters and their mum, students at Notre Dame High School.

Was tragen die Schwestern? Was trägt die Mutter?

