WJEC AS   - Know Your Examination
The Topic Areas

 (a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment, customs, traditions, healthy living – health and nutrition, diet and exercise; unhealthy living - drugs, aids, smoking, alcohol, etc

(b) The Individual and Society, including relationships and responsibilities, gender issues, youth culture (values, peer groups, fashions and trends etc.), education, vocational training and future careers.
Unit 1 – Oral (15 minutes)   
40% of AS grade, 20% of A2 grade
Conducted and marked by an external examiner

Part 1 
Response to written / visual stimulus + some starter questions (8 minutes)

You will be given two cards, one from each of the AS topic areas. 

You will have 15 minutes preparation time and may make brief notes (i.e headings) to take into the exam. The notes must be handed to the examiner at the end.

You should be able to:

· organise facts and ideas

· present explanations & information

· focus appropriately on the topics discussed
· present your own views, which may contradict the examiner

Part 2

General conversation (7 minutes)

You will be expected to discuss:

· your personal interests
· studies
· plans or aspirations

You should be able to:

· organise facts and ideas

· present explanations & information

· focus appropriately on the topics discussed

	Mark scheme
	
/60

	Topic based conversation – communication
	20

	General conversation – communication
	20

	Accuracy
	5

	Range and variety
	5

	Pronunciation / Intonation
	10


Unit 2 – Listening, Reading, Writing  (2 ½ hours)

60% of AS grade, 30% of A2 grade
Listening
You will do this individually on a walkman/discman/MP3. You should become familiar with operating it well before the exam.   Make sure they have a rewind function.
Recordings will be authentic material reflecting a range of every day situations, e.g. conversations, interviews & reports.   You will not need to understand every detail to complete the exam.

Reading
You will complete a range of tasks based on passages of varying length.
Writing
You will write one essay from a choice of four.   There will be 2 questions from each of the AS topic areas.
The questions on the paper will be set out approximately as follows:

Q1.
Listening & responding – 1 or 2 questions with comprehension tasks (8 marks)

Q2.
Grammar task based on the listening items (5 marks)

Q3.
Reading & responding – 2 or 3 passages with comprehension tasks (24 marks)

Q4.
Grammar task based on reading passages (10 marks)

Q5.
Translation into English (16 marks)

Q5.
One essay in TL of 200 – 250 words (35 marks)
	Q5 mark scheme
	/35

	Understanding & Quality of Response
	20

	Accuracy
	10

	Range & idiom
	5


	Grade boundaries for all papers

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	80%
	70%
	60%
	50%
	40%


