About 20 things to do with “Say It Grids!”
What is a say it grid?
A say it grid is simply a grid (or preferably 2 grids) containing words or phrases, which the students need to learn. The grids can be any size up to 6x6 squares (6 numbers on a dice). The first grid contains the foreign language expressions and the second grid is blank ready for the translations. The one below is on school rules.
	pünktlich sein


	Wasser trinken
	die Lehrer respektieren
	Spaß haben

	ein Handy haben


	fleißig sein
	eine Hose tragen
	höflich sein

	keinen Piercing haben
	im Unterricht zuhören
	eine Uniform tragen
	einen Rock tragen

	das Handy im Klassenzimmer ausschalten
	mehr Sport treiben
	die Hausaufgaben machen
	die Bücher vergessen


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


How can it be used?

It can be used in many ways depending on the needs and ability of the class.

Recognition

· To begin with you could number the squares in the Target Language(TL) box – in the case of the above grid from one to 12, the teacher reads out a phrase and the student answers by giving the number of the phrase in the TL. To involve more students get them to write down the numbers of the squares you read out in rough.

· Play O&X. This can be done in 2 ways. Firstly the pupils choose 9 of the squares and write the numbers down in a O&X grid – the teacher then reads out the phrases and the students have to look at the grid to find out if the phrases correspond to their numbers. The second way is for the pupils to copy the phrases into the O&X grid thus practising writing skills, and the teacher calls out the numbers.
· The teacher should read out the phrases from the grid and get the class to repeat them back for pronunciation practice. The students can then be challenged to see how many English translations they can fill into the corresponding square on the blank grid. If the students get stuck the teacher can give a translation and the students can guess which phrase is being translated.

Activities to practise / learn the phrases

· The teacher reads out a phrase and the students give the correct translation. This can be done with or without the students looking at the grid for differentiation purposes. The students are, therefore, hearing the correct pronunciation of the phrases again.

· Give the students a dice, which they throw twice to get a grid reference, (with a 4x4 grid if they throw a 5 or 6 they either throw again or the partner gets to choose the row and / or column). Initially the students look at the TL grid and answer in English, thus giving them the chance to see the TL phrases again. After a few minutes get them to turn the grid over and look at the English and answer in the TL. Their partner checks the answers and they score a point for each correct answer. If they answer incorrectly the partner reads the answer to them and if they can repeat it back correctly twice they receive half the points. This is peer coaching.
· Initial Letters – The teacher (or a student) reads out the initial letters from a phrase in the grid in the TL and the students have to try to read out the correct phrase before the letters are finished. The class can be split into teams and the first team heard gets a point. Noisy but fun and it revises the alphabet.
· Give pairs a Snakes & Ladders board and a dice. In order to roll the dice and move they must first answer their partner’s question based on the grid.

Using Mini-whiteboards
· There are 3 main ways of using these. 1) The teacher starts to read out a phrase and then stops suddenly. The class, which has been divided into 2 teams (or more if you wish) has to find the phrase from the grid and finish writing it out on the mini whiteboard. The first team to hold up 3 legible correct answers gets the point. 2) As above but this time read out the whole phrase with one missing word. The students have to write down the missing word. Students could read out the phrases instead of the teacher. 3) If students know the phrases quite well they are not allowed to use the grid to help them. 1 student from each team is selected to write the answer on the board whilst the rest of the class still use mini whiteboards. When one of the students at the board has the correct answer the class freezes and shows their answers. Award a point for each correct answer and an extra point or 2 for the person writing on the board who finished first.

Using soft balls
· Divide the class into groups. Each group has a ball. The person with the ball in each team faces the rest of their group. They shout out a question based on the grid and throw the ball to the person who should answer. After answering they throw the ball back again. Rotate the questioner until everyone has had a turn. Individual scores can be added up and the group winners could then play each other.
Worksheets for a quieter life?
· Give the students a worksheet with blank domino pieces on them and 2 coloured pens. They copy the phrases from the grid onto the dominoes, cut them out and play dominoes with them.

· Initial letters worksheet. Give the students a worksheet with the initial letters from the phrases in the say it grid. Put them in small teams. Students have to reconstruct the phrases from memory. The first team to do 4 or 5 comes to the teacher’s desk and rings a bell or squeaks a squeaky toy. All the teams stop and the answers are checked. Award a point for each correct answer and bonus points for the team finishing first. The teams then continue to solve another 4 or 5 phrases etc. If this is too hectic simply play blockbusters using a blockbusters grid. Atantot has a good selection of interactive game templates under NEW or my site www.yjc.org.uk has a nice space invaders game.
· If this all proves to chaotic an excellent settling activity is a simple gapped worksheet using phrases from the say it grid with missing nouns or verbs or a traditional translation from English!
Start	     pünktlich


                   sein





to be	     Wasser


punctual     trinken





to drink	     die Lehrer


water           respektieren








